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INDIGO LOVE OF READING FOUNDATION BRINGS
AWARENESS TO CANADA'S LITERACY CRISIS IN NEW
DOCUMENTARY, READ BETWEEN THE LINES

In a new documentary launching today, leading literacy foundation reveals depth of
literacy crisis in Canadian schools — and presents a path forward.

TORONTO, ON (May 18, 2017) — The Indigo Love of Reading Foundation has launched Read Between the
Lines, a 35-minute documentary which shines light on the chronic underfunding of high-needs
elementary school libraries in Canada. Premiering today on loveofreading.org, Read Between the Lines
explores the gravity of Canada’s literacy crisis, and takes viewers to the frontlines: Canada’s sorely
underfunded school libraries.

Produced by Emmy award-winning documentarian Ms. Ric Esther Bienstock for the Indigo Love of
Reading Foundation, Read Between the Lines shares a candid look at the literacy challenges faced by
high-needs elementary schools in Canada. At Fairview Community School in Nanaimo, B.C., library
collections are badly depleted and out-of-date. Whereas school libraries are meant to provide students
with vital access to books and a foundational love of reading, teachers are all too often left to bridge the
funding gap on their own, spending hundreds of dollars each year on books and learning resources.

With inadequate funding and books in short supply, Canada’s literacy crisis continues to worsen with
alarming consequences:

e 30% of grade 3 and 4 students in Ontario' and British Columbia," respectively, fail to meet
provincial reading standards" - and students in these provinces are generally higher-performing
in literacy compared to students in other Canadian provinces. "

e Children who struggle with literacy are 4 times more likely to drop out of high school. "

e One of the most important predictors of higher achievement is a student’s love of reading.

e Each year, Canadian teachers spend more than $200 million of their own money to buy books
and learning materials for their classrooms. """ "

Featured in the documentary are award-winning children’s author Robert Munsch, acclaimed author

and essayist Neil Gaiman, and leading educational researcher Henry Giroux. As Gaiman states, “When

you cut library funding [...] all you are doing is stealing from the future.”

Since 2004, the Indigo Love of Reading Foundation has committed $24 million in funding to high-needs
elementary schools across Canada. These funds are instrumental in providing high-needs schools with

the resources they need to update and enhance their library collections; promote and support school-

driven literacy initiatives; and encourage a love of reading in Canadian kids.

To view Read Between the Lines in full, and to learn more about the Indigo Love of Reading Foundation,
please visit loveofreading.org.



http://www.loveofreading.org/
http://www.loveofreading.org/
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About the Indigo Love of Reading Foundation

Indigo Books & Music Inc. founded the Indigo Love of Reading Foundation in 2004 to address the underfunding of public
elementary school libraries. To date, the Foundation has committed $24 million to more than 3,000 high-needs schools through
its two signature programs each year. To date, the Indigo Love of Reading Foundation’s Literacy Fund has committed $18
million to more than 215 schools nationally. Additionally, each fall, the Foundation’s annual grassroots Adopt a School program
unites the Foundation with Indigo, its employees, its customers and their communities to raise funds to support high-needs
elementary schools across Canada and put even more books into the hands of children. In October 2016, Indigo Adopt a School
contributed over $800,000 to more than 500 schools. To learn more about the Foundation, visit www.loveofreading.org.
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